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Introduction to ELSA English II 
 

TCAP English Linguistically Simplified Assessment (ELSA) 
The End of Course English Linguistically Simplified Assessment (ELSA) is the End of 
course Assessment in “simplified” English. It is a multiple-choice test designed to 
measure student achievement in certain skills in two content areas: Algebra I and 
English II. The questions in this Item Sampler are examples of items used in the actual 
test.  
 
ELSA test questions 
Questions are written to test student performance in state content standards. The State 
Content Standards and Performance Indicators were developed by the Tennessee 
Department of Education. These Standards and Performance Indicators are listed on the 
State Department of Education Web site at 
http://www.state.tn.us/education/curriculum.shtml. 
 
Test accommodations 
The End of Course English Linguistically Simplified Assessment ELSA may be administered 
using various procedures that are used during the student’s daily educational program. 
Certain conditions must be met for students to be eligible for Special and English 
Learner (EL) accommodations. 
 
Content of E n d  o f  C o u r s e  tests 
The testing program titled the Tennessee End of Course Assessment was established to meet the 
Tennessee mandate for end of course assessments in Tennessee secondary schools. These tests 
measure the Tennessee State Performance Indicators. Subject areas covered by the end of 
course assessments include Mathematics, Language Arts, History, and Science. 
 

Test development 
For the Tennessee End of Course Assessment, a staff of writers – composed both of teachers and 
professional test developers experienced in each of the content areas – researched and wrote the items. 
Professional editors and content specialists carefully reviewed all items and test directions for content and 
accuracy. To provide a large pool of items for final test selection, the test developers created 
approximately twice as many items as were needed in the final editions of the tests.  
 
After tryout tests were administered, student responses were analyzed. Professional content editors 
and researchers carefully reviewed items, their data, and test directions for content, suitability, 
and accuracy before including certain items and test directions in operational tests. 
 
 
 



Test administration 

Tennessee End of Course Assessments are given to students as they near the end of courses that 
are included in the program. Students who are Limited English Proficient (LEP) will be tested 
using the ELSA test form. Tests may be given midyear for block schedules or at the end of the 
school year. 

You will have ample time to read and answer each of the questions. The ELSA English II test 
has been designed to be administered in one session and is not timed.  



Tips for Taking the Test 

Preparing for the test 

 Review this Tennessee End of Course Item Sampler for English II ELSA carefully and 
thoroughly. 

 Acquire the ELSA Tennessee End of Course Practice Test for English II ELSA, and take 

 Become familiar with the correct way to mark answers on the answer sheet. 

Before the test 

 Get a good night’s sleep. To do your best, you need to be rested. 

During the test 

 Relax. It is normal to be somewhat nervous before the test. Try to relax and not worry. 

 Listen. Listen to and read the test directions carefully. Ask for an explanation of the 
directions if you do not understand them. 

 Plan your time. Do not spend too much time on any one question. If a question seems to 
take too long, skip it and return to it later. First answer all questions that you are sure 
about. 

 Think. If you are not sure how to answer a question, read it again and try your best to 
answer the question. Rule out answer choices that you know are incorrect and choose 
from those that remain. 

the test several times.  



Directions for Using the Item Sampler 

This Item Sampler for ELSA English II provides specific information to students and teachers. It 
contains examples of different item types for each Performance Indicator that may be tested in 
any given end of course test administration. Performance Indicators have been grouped by 
Reporting Categories. These Reporting Categories will be used to report information regarding 
performance on the end of courts test to students, teachers, schools, and systems.  

The items in this Item Sampler will not be found in the end of course tests. The number of items 
in this Item Sampler does not reflect the emphasis of content on the test. In order to identify the 
emphasis of content, the ELSA End of Course Assessment Practice Test for English II should be 
used. The Practice Test gives a better representation of content emphasis across Reporting 
Categories and Performance Indicators.   

An Answer Key is located in Page 45. Use it to check your answers. Review items that you get 
wrong. 



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 1 through 5

LiteratureRead the poem and answer questions 1 through 7.
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 ELSA English II Item Sampler

Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.3 Identify and analyze an 
author’s point of view (i.e., fi rst person, third-person objective, 
third-person limited, third-person omniscient).

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.10 Demonstrate knowledge 
of the characteristics of lyric poetry, epics, sonnets, dramatic 
poetry, and ballads.

1.

2. 



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 6 through 6

Writing and 
Research

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.1 Identify examples of idiom, 
metaphor, simile, personifi cation, hyperbole, or pun in poetry 
or prose.

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.6 Differentiate between mood 
and tone in poetry or prose.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.4 Select a vivid word (e.g., 
adjective, adverb, verb) to strengthen a written description.

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.9 Demonstrate knowledge of 
sound and metric devices (i.e., rhyme {internal, slant}, rhythm, 
blank verse, free verse, repetition, alliteration, onomatopoeia).

3. 5.

4. 6.



Performance Indicator: 3002.8.5 Determine the signifi cance/
meaning of a symbol in poetry or prose.

Reporting Category: 
Numbers 7 through 7

Literature
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 8 through 10

Language

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.7 Correct a run-on sentence by using a comma and coordinating conjunction, subordinate 
conjunction, or semicolon.

7.

8.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.16 Use a sample reference source to determine aspects of a given word (e.g., spelling, part of speech, 
definition, cognates, etymology, synonyms).

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.10 Select correct pronoun usage in a sentence (e.g., with compound elements such as between you 
and me, or following than or as).

9.

10.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 11 through 14

Writing and Research

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.13 Identify sentences that use effective parallelism within a writing sample.

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.3 Choose the transitional device that appropriately connects sentences or paragraphs within a writing 
sample.

11.

12.



Mr. Smith wrote instructions on how to build a platform. Read his 
instructions and answer questions 13 through 18.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.11 Identify the targeted audience 
for a selected passage.

13.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 17 through 17

Informational TextReporting Category: 
Numbers 15 through 15

Informational Text

Reporting Category: 
Numbers 16 through 16

Language

Performance Indicator: 3002.6.3 Determine the appropriateness 
of a graphic used to support an informational or technical 
passage.

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.14 Select the proper format to 
convey a set of work-related information.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.6.1 Discern the stated or implied 
main idea and supporting details of informational and technical 
passages.

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.14 Use context clues and/or 
knowledge of roots, affi xes, and cognates to determine the 
meaning of unfamiliar words.

14. 16.

15. 17.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 18 through 20

Communication and 
Media

Performance Indicator: 3002.2.3 Distinguish between a critique 
and a summary.
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Go On

18.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.7.5 Match a focused message to an appropriate medium.

Performance Indicator: 3002.2.6 Determine the most effective methods of engaging an audience during an oral presentation (e.g., 
making eye contact, adjusting speaking rate).

19.

20.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 21 through 21

Literature

Reporting Category:
Numbers 22 through 22

Logic

Performance Indicator: 3002.5.2 Choose a logical word to complete an analogy.

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.14 Identify classical, historical, and literary allusions in context.

21.

22.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 23 through 23

Communication and Media

Performance Indicator: 3002.7.2 Select the type of confl ict represented in a non-print medium.

23.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 24 through 24

Writing and 
Research

Reporting Category: 
Numbers 25 through 31

Literature

Read the short story and answer questions 24 through 31.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.5 Demonstrate the ability 
to combine a set of simple sentences into a longer, more 
interesting sentence.

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.15 Identify and analyze basic 
elements of plot (i.e., exposition, rising action, climax, falling 
action, resolution/denouement).

24.

25.



Performance Indicator: 3002.8.7 Determine the impact of 
setting on literary elements (i.e., plot, character, theme, tone).

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.13 Identify and analyze standard 
literary elements (i.e., allegory, parable, paradox, parody, satire, 
foreshadowing, fl ashback).

 Page 20

 ELSA English II Item Sampler

Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.12 Locate words or phrases in a 
passage that provide historical or cultural cues.

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.4 Identify and analyze how the 
author reveals character (i.e., what the author tells us, what the 
other characters say about him or her, what the character does, 
what the character says, what the character thinks).

26. 28.

27. 29.



Performance Indicator: 3002.8.16 Analyze how form relates to 
meaning (e.g., compare a poem and a newspaper on the same 
theme or topic).

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.5 Determine the signifi cance/
meaning of a symbol in poetry or prose.
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Go On

30.

31.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 32 through 33

LanguageRead the draft of the letter and answer questions 32 through 39.
The draft may contain errors.

 Page 22

 ELSA English II Item Sampler

Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.4 Use sentence-combining 
techniques, effectively avoiding problematic comma splices, 
run-on sentences, and sentence fragments.

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.2 Identify the patterns of a given 
set of sentences (i.e., subject-verb, subject-action verb-direct 
object, subjectaction verb-indirect object-direct object, subject-
linking verb-subject complement, subject-action verb-direct 
object-object complement).

32.

33.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 35 through 36

Logic Reporting Category: 
Numbers 37 through 37

Writing and 
Research

Reporting Category: 
Numbers 34 through 34

Writing and 
Research

Performance Indicator: 3002.5.9 Identify a statement that 
reveals the writer’s biases, stereotypes, assumptions, or values 
within a writing sample.

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.1 Proofread a passage for correct 
punctuation, mechanics, and usage.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.9 Rearrange the order of 
supporting paragraphs within a writing sample given a 
specifi ed organizational pattern (e.g., comparison-contrast, 
chronological).

Performance Indicator: 3002.5.11 Identify the main claim, 
premise(s), evidence, or conclusion of a given argument.

34. 36.

35. 37.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 38 through 39

Logic

Performance Indicator: 3002.5.8 Determine whether a given 
argument employs deductive or inductive reasoning.

Performance Indicator: 3002.5.5 Select the persuasive device 
(i.e., bandwagon, loaded words, testimonial, name-calling, plain 
folks, snob appeal, misuse of statistics, transfer).
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Go On

38.

39.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 40 through 41

Writing and Research

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.14 Select the proper format to convey a set of work-related information.

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.3 Choose the transitional device that appropriately connects sentences or paragraphs within a writing 
sample.

40.

41.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 42 through 44

Literature

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.7 Determine the impact of setting on literary elements (i.e., plot, character, theme, tone).

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.10 Demonstrate knowledge of the characteristics of lyric poetry, epics, sonnets, dramatic poetry, and 
ballads.

42.

43.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.11 Identify and analyze the elements of drama (i.e., stage directions, dialogue, soliloquy, monologue, 
aside).

44.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 45 through 46

LanguageRead the draft of a research report and answer questions 45 through 
52. The report may contain errors.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.7 Correct a run-on sentence by 
using a comma and coordinating conjunction, subordinate 
conjunction, or semicolon.

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.1 Demonstrate an understanding 
of the eight parts of speech, including their troublesome 
aspects, such as how to form the past and past participle of 
irregular but commonly used verbs.

45.

46.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 49 through 52

Writing and 
Research

Reporting Category: 
Numbers 47 through 47

Writing and 
Research

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.6 Determine the most effective 
placement of information using a prewriting graphic organizer.

Reporting Category: 
Numbers 48 through 48

Language

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.15 Proofread a written passage 
for errors in punctuation and/or capitalization and/or spelling.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.4.4 Evaluate the validity of Web 
pages as sources of information.

Performance Indicator: 3002.4.3 Evaluate the reliability and 
credibility of sources for use in research.

47. 49.

48.

50.



Performance Indicator: 3002.3.5 Demonstrate the ability 
to combine a set of simple sentences into a longer, more 
interesting sentence.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.4.6 Identify information that must 
be cited or attributed within a writing sample.

51. 52.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 54 through 54

Informational Text

Reporting Category:
Numbers 53 through 53

Communication and Media

Performance Indicator: 3002.6.3 Determine the appropriateness of a graphic used to support an informational or technical passage.

Performance Indicator: 3002.7.7 Consider the treatment of a particular subject or event in two or more media (e.g., newspaper and 
visual art, narrative and poem, diary and magazine article).

53.

54.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 55 through 55

Language

Reporting Category:
Numbers 56 through 56

Communication and Media

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.5 Use commas correctly with appositives and introductory words, phrases, or clauses.

Performance Indicator: 3002.7.1 Draw an inference from a non-print medium.

55.

56.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 57 through 58

Writing and 
Research

Read the essay and the news article, then answer questions 57 through 66.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.10 Identify a statement that 
reveals the writer’s attitude.

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.13 Identify sentences that use 
effective parallelism within a writing sample.

57.

58.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 59 through 59

Literature Reporting Category: 
Numbers 61 through 62

Informational Text

Reporting Category: 
Numbers 60 through 60

Writing and 
Research

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.16 Identify the mode in which a 
writing sample is written.

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.1 Identify examples of idiom, 
metaphor, simile, personifi cation, hyperbole, or pun in poetry 
or prose.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.6.4 Identify the organizational 
structure of an informational or technical text (e.g., sequential, 
problem-solution, comparison-contrast, cause-effect).

Performance Indicator: 3002.6.1 Discern the stated or implied 
main idea and supporting details of informational and technical 
passages.

59. 61.

60.

62.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 63 through 63

Language

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.13 Select the appropriate word in 
frequently confused pairs (i.e., to/too/two, their/there/they’re, 
its/it’s, your/you’re, whose/who’s, which/that/who, accept/
except, affect/effect, between/among, capitol/capital, principal/
principle, stationary/stationery, who/whom, allusion/illusion, 
complement/compliment, cite/site/sight, counsel/council, coarse/
course, farther/further, lose/loose, fewer/less, advice/advise, 
precede/proceed, adapt/adopt, eminent/imminent, assure/
ensure/insure).

Reporting Category: 
Numbers 64 through 66

Literature

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.6 Differentiate between mood 
and tone in poetry or prose.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.8 Identify and analyze the 
common theme in a series of passages.

Performance Indicator: 3002.8.16 Analyze how form relates to 
meaning (e.g., compare a poem and a newspaper on the same 
theme or topic).

63.

65.

64.

66.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 67 through 69

Language

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.12 Recognize the correct placement of end marks and other marks of punctuation with quotation 
marks used in dialogue.

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.5 Use commas correctly with appositives and introductory words, phrases, or clauses.

67.

68.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 70 through 71

Writing and Research

Performance Indicator: 3002.1.16 Use a sample reference source to determine aspects of a given word (e.g., spelling, part of speech, 
defi nition, cognates, etymology, synonyms).

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.6 Determine the most effective placement of information using a prewriting graphic organizer.

69.

70.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 72 through 73

Communication and 
Media

Read the draft oral report and answer questions 71 through 78.
The report may contain errors.
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.2.6 Determine the most effective 
methods of engaging an audience during an oral presentation 
(e.g., making eye contact, adjusting speaking rate).

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.1 Proofread a passage for correct 
punctuation, mechanics, and usage.

71.

72.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 74 through 77

Writing and 
Research

Performance Indicator: 3002.4.1 Select the research topic with 
the highest degree of focus.

Performance Indicator: 3002.2.7 Select the most appropriate 
strategies for participating productively in a team (e.g., gaining 
the fl oor in orderly, respectful ways and listen with civility to 
the ideas of others; identify the needs of the team and sharing 
various resources to respond to those needs; establishing 
clear group agreements and ensuring appropriate individual 
contributions are respected by the team).
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Go On

Performance Indicator: 3002.4.2 Differentiate between primary 
and secondary sources.

73.

75.

74.

Performance Indicator: 3002.4.3 Evaluate the reliability and 
credibility of sources for use in research.

76.



Reporting Category: 
Numbers 78 through 78

Communication and 
Media

Performance Indicator: 3002.7.5 Match a focused message to an 
appropriate medium.

Performance Indicator: 3002.4.4 Evaluate the validity of Web 
pages as sources of information.

 Page 40

 ELSA English II Item Sampler

Go On

77.

78.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 80 through 80

Logic

Reporting Category:
Numbers 79 through 79

Writing and Research

Performance Indicator: 3002.5.2 Choose a logical word to complete an analogy.

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.15 Select the most precise word to provide clarity appropriate to audience and purpose.

79.

80.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 82 through 82

Logic

Reporting Category:
Numbers 81 through 81

Communication and Media

Performance Indicator: 3002.5.3 Evaluate text for fact and opinion.

Performance Indicator: 3002.7.6 Infer the mood represented in a non-print medium.

81.

82.
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Go On

Reporting Category:
Numbers 83 through 83

Communication and Media

Performance Indicator: 3002.2.7 Select the most appropriate strategies for participating productively in a team (e.g., gaining the 
fl oor in orderly, respectful ways and listen with civility to the ideas of others; identify the needs of the team and sharing various 
resources to respond to those needs; establishing clear group agreements and ensuring appropriate individual contributions are 
respected by the team).

83.
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Reporting Category:
Numbers 84 through 84

Writing and Research

Performance Indicator: 3002.3.6 Determine the most effective placement of information using a prewriting graphic organizer.

84.



Form 5:  English II ELSA 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

1 D 

 
3002.8.10 Demonstrate knowledge of the characteristics of lyric poetry, epics, sonnets, 
dramatic poetry, and ballads. 
 

2 A 

 
3002.8.3 Identify and analyze an author’s point of view (i.e., first person, third-person 
objective, third-person limited, third-person omniscient). 
 

3 C 
 
3002.8.6 Differentiate between mood and tone in poetry or prose. 
 

4 B 

 
3002.8.1 Identify examples of idiom, metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, or pun 
in poetry or prose. 
 

5 A 

 
3002.8.9 Demonstrate knowledge of sound and metric devices (i.e., rhyme {internal, 
slant}, rhythm, blank verse, free verse, repetition, alliteration, onomatopoeia). 
 

6 C 

 
3002.3.4 Select a vivid word (e.g., adjective, adverb, verb) to strengthen a written 
description. 
 

7 D 
 
3002.8.5 Determine the significance/meaning of a symbol in poetry or prose. 
 

8 C 

 
3002.1.7 Correct a run-on sentence by using a comma and coordinating conjunction, 
subordinate conjunction, or semicolon. 
 

9 B 

 
3002.1.10 Select correct pronoun usage in a sentence (e.g., with compound elements such 
as between you and me, or following than or as). 
 

10 C 

 
3002.1.16 Use a sample reference source to determine aspects of a given word (e.g., 
spelling, part of speech, definition, cognates, etymology, synonyms). 
 

11 B 

 
3002.3.3 Choose the transitional device that appropriately connects sentences or 
paragraphs within a writing sample. 
 

 
12 A 

 
3002.3.13 Identify sentences that use effective parallelism within a writing sample. 
 

13 D 
 
3002.3.11 Identify the targeted audience for a selected passage. 
 

 



 
14 B 3002.3.14 Select the proper format to convey a set of work-related information. 

15 A 

 
3002.6.3 Determine the appropriateness of a graphic used to support an informational or 
technical passage. 
 

16 A 

 
3002.1.14 Use context clues and/or knowledge of roots, affixes, and cognates to 
determine the meaning of unfamiliar words. 
 

17 B 

 
3002.6.1 Discern the stated or implied main idea and supporting details of informational 
and technical passages. 
 

18 D 
 
3002.2.3 Distinguish between a critique and a summary. 
 

19 D 

 
3002.2.6 Determine the most effective methods of engaging an audience during an oral 
presentation (e.g., making eye contact, adjusting speaking rate). 
 

20 B 
 
3002.7.5 Match a focused message to an appropriate medium. 
 

21 D 
 
3002.8.14 Identify classical, historical, and literary allusions in context. 
 

22 B 
 
3002.5.2 Choose a logical word to complete an analogy. 
 

23 B 
 
3002.7.2 Select the type of conflict represented in a non-print medium. 
 

24 A 

 
3002.3.5 Demonstrate the ability to combine a set of simple sentences into a longer, more 
interesting sentence. 
 

25 D 

 
3002.8.15 Identify and analyze basic elements of plot (i.e., exposition, rising action, 
climax, falling action, resolution/denouement). 
 

26 B 

 
3002.8.13 Identify and analyze standard literary elements (i.e., allegory, parable, 
paradox, parody, satire, foreshadowing, flashback). 
 

27 D 

 
3002.8.7 Determine the impact of setting on literary elements (i.e., plot, character, theme, 
tone). 
 

28 B 

 
3002.8.4 Identify and analyze how the author reveals character (i.e., what the author tells 
us, what the other characters say about him or her, what the character does, what the 
character says, what the character thinks). 
 



29 B 
 
3002.8.12 Locate words or phrases in a passage that provide historical or cultural cues. 
 

30 C 
 
3002.8.5 Determine the significance/meaning of a symbol in poetry or prose. 
 

31 A 

 
3002.8.16 Analyze how form relates to meaning (e.g., compare a poem and a newspaper 
on the same theme or topic). 
 

32 A 

 
3002.1.2 Identify the patterns of a given set of sentences (i.e., subject-verb, subject-
action verb-direct object, subjectaction verb-indirect object-direct object, subject-linking 
verb-subject complement, subject-action verb-direct  
object-object complement). 
 

33 B 

 
3002.1.4 Use sentence-combining techniques, effectively avoiding problematic comma 
splices, run-on sentences, and sentence fragments. 
 

34 B 
 
3002.3.1 Proofread a passage for correct punctuation, mechanics, and usage. 
 

35 D 

 
3002.5.9 Identify a statement that reveals the writer’s biases, stereotypes, assumptions, or 
values within a writing sample. 
 

36 C 

 
3002.5.11 Identify the main claim, premise(s), evidence, or conclusion of a given 
argument. 
 

37 C 

 
3002.3.9 Rearrange the order of supporting paragraphs within a writing sample given a 
specified organizational pattern (e.g., comparison-contrast, chronological). 
 

38 A 

 
3002.5.5 Select the persuasive device (i.e., bandwagon, loaded words, testimonial, name-
calling, plain folks, snob appeal, misuse of statistics, transfer). 
 

39 B 
 
3002.5.8 Determine whether a given argument employs deductive or inductive reasoning. 
 

40 A 

 
3002.3.3 Choose the transitional device that appropriately connects sentences or 
paragraphs within a writing sample. 
 

41 B 
 
3002.3.14 Select the proper format to convey a set of work-related information. 
 

42 B 

 
3002.8.7 Determine the impact of setting on literary elements (i.e., plot, character, theme, 
tone). 
 

 



43 A 

 
3002.8.10 Demonstrate knowledge of the characteristics of lyric poetry, epics, sonnets, 
dramatic poetry, and ballads. 
 

44 A 

 
3002.8.11 Identify and analyze the elements of drama (i.e., stage directions, dialogue, 
soliloquy, monologue, aside). 
 

45 C 

 
3002.1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the eight parts of speech, including their 
troublesome aspects, such as how to form the past and past participle of irregular but 
commonly used verbs. 
 

46 A 

 
3002.1.7 Correct a run-on sentence by using a comma and coordinating conjunction, 
subordinate conjunction, or semicolon. 
 

47 C 

 
3002.3.6 Determine the most effective placement of information using a prewriting 
graphic organizer. 
 

48 B 

 
3002.1.15 Proofread a written passage for errors in punctuation and/or capitalization 
and/or spelling. 
 

49 C 
 
3002.4.3 Evaluate the reliability and credibility of sources for use in research. 
 

50 C 
 
3002.4.4 Evaluate the validity of Web pages as sources of information. 
 

51 A 

 
3002.3.5 Demonstrate the ability to combine a set of simple sentences into a longer, more 
interesting sentence. 
 

52 C 
 
3002.4.6 Identify information that must be cited or attributed within a writing sample. 
 

53 A 

 
3002.7.7 Consider the treatment of a particular subject or event in two or more media 
(e.g., newspaper and visual art, narrative and poem, diary and magazine article). 
 

54 B 

 
3002.6.3 Determine the appropriateness of a graphic used to support an informational or 
technical passage. 
 

55 A 

 
3002.1.5 Use commas correctly with appositives and introductory words, phrases, or 
clauses. 
 

56 C 
 
3002.7.1 Draw an inference from a non-print medium. 
 

 



57 B 
 
3002.3.13 Identify sentences that use effective parallelism within a writing sample. 
 

58 C 
 
3002.3.10 Identify a statement that reveals the writer’s attitude. 
 

59 D 

 
3002.8.1 Identify examples of idiom, metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, or pun 
in poetry or prose. 
 

60 C 
 
3002.3.16 Identify the mode in which a writing sample is written. 
 

61 C 

 
3002.6.4 Identify the organizational structure of an informational or technical text (e.g., 
sequential, problem-solution, comparison-contrast, cause-effect). 
 

62 B 

 
3002.6.1 Discern the stated or implied main idea and supporting details of informational 
and technical passages. 
 

63 A 

 
3002.1.13 Select the appropriate word in frequently confused pairs (i.e., to/too/two, 
their/there/they’re, its/it’s, your/you’re, whose/who’s, which/that/who, accept/except, 
affect/effect, between/among, capitol/capital, principal/principle, stationary/stationery, 
who/whom, allusion/illusion, complement/compliment, cite/site/sight, counsel/council, 
coarse/course, farther/further, lose/loose, fewer/less, advice/advise, precede/proceed, 
adapt/adopt, eminent/imminent, assure/ensure/insure). 
 

64 D 
 
3002.8.6 Differentiate between mood and tone in poetry or prose. 
 

65 A 
 
3002.8.8 Identify and analyze the common theme in a series of passages. 
 

66 D 

 
3002.8.16 Analyze how form relates to meaning (e.g., compare a poem and a newspaper 
on the same theme or topic). 
 

67 B 

 
3002.1.5 Use commas correctly with appositives and introductory words, phrases, or 
clauses. 
 

68 D 

 
3002.1.12 Recognize the correct placement of end marks and other marks of punctuation 
with quotation marks used in dialogue. 
 

69 A 

 
3002.1.16 Use a sample reference source to determine aspects of a given word (e.g., 
spelling, part of speech, definition, cognates, etymology, synonyms). 
 

70 D 

 
3002.3.6 Determine the most effective placement of information using a prewriting 
graphic organizer. 
 



71 A 
 
3002.3.1 Proofread a passage for correct punctuation, mechanics, and usage. 
 

72 A 

 
3002.2.6 Determine the most effective methods of engaging an audience during an oral 
presentation (e.g., making eye contact, adjusting speaking rate). 
 

73 C 

 
3002.2.7 Select the most appropriate strategies for participating productively in a team 
(e.g., gaining the floor in orderly, respectful ways and listen with civility to the ideas of 
others; identify the needs of the team and sharing various resources to respond to those 
needs; establishing clear group agreements and ensuring appropriate individual 
contributions are respected by the team). 
 

74 B 
 
3002.4.1 Select the research topic with the highest degree of focus. 
 

75 B 
 
3002.4.2 Differentiate between primary and secondary sources. 
 

76 C 
 
3002.4.3 Evaluate the reliability and credibility of sources for use in research. 
 

77 D 
 
3002.4.4 Evaluate the validity of Web pages as sources of information. 
 

78 D 
 
3002.7.5 Match a focused message to an appropriate medium. 
 

79 D 

 
3002.3.15 Select the most precise word to provide clarity appropriate to audience and 
purpose. 
 

80 B 
 
3002.5.2 Choose a logical word to complete an analogy. 
 

81 A 
 
3002.7.6 Infer the mood represented in a non-print medium. 
 

82 D 
 
3002.5.3 Evaluate text for fact and opinion. 
 

83 B 

 
3002.2.7 Select the most appropriate strategies for participating productively in a team 
(e.g., gaining the floor in orderly, respectful ways and listen with civility to the ideas of 
others; identify the needs of the team and sharing various resources to respond to those 
needs; establishing clear group agreements and ensuring appropriate individual 
contributions are respected by the team). 
 

84 A 

 
3002.3.6 Determine the most effective placement of information using a prewriting 
graphic organizer. 
 

 



Reporting Category 1: Language 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

8 C 

 
3002.1.7 Correct a run-on sentence by using a comma and coordinating conjunction, 
subordinate conjunction, or semicolon. 
 

9 B 

 
3002.1.10 Select correct pronoun usage in a sentence (e.g., with compound elements such 
as between you and me, or following than or as). 
 

10 C 

 
3002.1.16 Use a sample reference source to determine aspects of a given word (e.g., 
spelling, part of speech, definition, cognates, etymology, synonyms). 
 

16 A 

 
3002.1.14 Use context clues and/or knowledge of roots, affixes, and cognates to 
determine the meaning of unfamiliar words. 
 

32 A 

 
3002.1.2 Identify the patterns of a given set of sentences (i.e., subject-verb, subject-
action verb-direct object, subjectaction verb-indirect object-direct object, subject-linking 
verb-subject complement, subject-action verb-direct  
object-object complement). 
 

33 B 

 
3002.1.4 Use sentence-combining techniques, effectively avoiding problematic comma 
splices, run-on sentences, and sentence fragments. 
 

45 C 

 
3002.1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the eight parts of speech, including their 
troublesome aspects, such as how to form the past and past participle of irregular but 
commonly used verbs. 
 

46 A 

 
3002.1.7 Correct a run-on sentence by using a comma and coordinating conjunction, 
subordinate conjunction, or semicolon. 
 

48 B 

 
3002.1.15 Proofread a written passage for errors in punctuation and/or capitalization 
and/or spelling. 
 

55 A 

 
3002.1.5 Use commas correctly with appositives and introductory words, phrases, or 
clauses. 
 

 

 



63 A 

 
3002.1.13 Select the appropriate word in frequently confused pairs (i.e., to/too/two, 
their/there/they’re, its/it’s, your/you’re, whose/who’s, which/that/who, accept/except, 
affect/effect, between/among, capitol/capital, principal/principle, stationary/stationery, 
who/whom, allusion/illusion, complement/compliment, cite/site/sight, counsel/council, 
coarse/course, farther/further, lose/loose, fewer/less, advice/advise, precede/proceed, 
adapt/adopt, eminent/imminent, assure/ensure/insure). 
 

67 B 

 
3002.1.5 Use commas correctly with appositives and introductory words, phrases, or 
clauses. 
 

68 D 

 
3002.1.12 Recognize the correct placement of end marks and other marks of punctuation 
with quotation marks used in dialogue. 
 

69 A 

 
3002.1.16 Use a sample reference source to determine aspects of a given word (e.g., 
spelling, part of speech, definition, cognates, etymology, synonyms). 
 

 

  



Reporting Category 2: Writing and Research 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

6 C 

 
3002.3.4 Select a vivid word (e.g., adjective, adverb, verb) to strengthen a written 
description. 
 

11 B 

 
3002.3.3 Choose the transitional device that appropriately connects sentences or 
paragraphs within a writing sample. 
 

 
12 A 

 
3002.3.13 Identify sentences that use effective parallelism within a writing sample. 
 

13 D 
 
3002.3.11 Identify the targeted audience for a selected passage. 
 

 
14 B 3002.3.14 Select the proper format to convey a set of work-related information. 

24 A 

 
3002.3.5 Demonstrate the ability to combine a set of simple sentences into a longer, more 
interesting sentence. 
 

34 B 
 
3002.3.1 Proofread a passage for correct punctuation, mechanics, and usage. 
 

37 C 

 
3002.3.9 Rearrange the order of supporting paragraphs within a writing sample given a 
specified organizational pattern (e.g., comparison-contrast, chronological). 
 

40 A 

 
3002.3.3 Choose the transitional device that appropriately connects sentences or 
paragraphs within a writing sample. 
 

41 B 
 
3002.3.14 Select the proper format to convey a set of work-related information. 
 

47 C 

 
3002.3.6 Determine the most effective placement of information using a prewriting 
graphic organizer. 
 

49 C 
 
3002.4.3 Evaluate the reliability and credibility of sources for use in research. 
 

50 C 
 
3002.4.4 Evaluate the validity of Web pages as sources of information. 
 

 

51 A
  

3002.3.5 Demonstrate the ability to combine a set of simple sentences into a longer, more 



interesting sentence. 
 

52 C 
 
3002.4.6 Identify information that must be cited or attributed within a writing sample. 
 

57 B 
 
3002.3.13 Identify sentences that use effective parallelism within a writing sample. 
 

58 C 
 
3002.3.10 Identify a statement that reveals the writer’s attitude. 
 

60 C 
 
3002.3.16 Identify the mode in which a writing sample is written. 
 

70 D 

 
3002.3.6 Determine the most effective placement of information using a prewriting 
graphic organizer. 
 

71 A 
 
3002.3.1 Proofread a passage for correct punctuation, mechanics, and usage. 
 

74 B 
 
3002.4.1 Select the research topic with the highest degree of focus. 
 

75 B 
 
3002.4.2 Differentiate between primary and secondary sources. 
 

76 C 
 
3002.4.3 Evaluate the reliability and credibility of sources for use in research. 
 

77 D 
 
3002.4.4 Evaluate the validity of Web pages as sources of information. 
 

79 D 

 
3002.3.15 Select the most precise word to provide clarity appropriate to audience and 
purpose. 
 

84 A 

 
3002.3.6 Determine the most effective placement of information using a prewriting 
graphic organizer. 
 

 

  



Reporting Category 3: Communication and Media 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

18 D 
 
3002.2.3 Distinguish between a critique and a summary. 
 

19 D 

 
3002.2.6 Determine the most effective methods of engaging an audience during an oral 
presentation (e.g., making eye contact, adjusting speaking rate). 
 

20 B 
 
3002.7.5 Match a focused message to an appropriate medium. 
 

23 B 
 
3002.7.2 Select the type of conflict represented in a non-print medium. 
 

53 A 

 
3002.7.7 Consider the treatment of a particular subject or event in two or more media 
(e.g., newspaper and visual art, narrative and poem, diary and magazine article). 
 

56 C 
 
3002.7.1 Draw an inference from a non-print medium. 
 

72 A 

 
3002.2.6 Determine the most effective methods of engaging an audience during an oral 
presentation (e.g., making eye contact, adjusting speaking rate). 
 

73 C 

 
3002.2.7 Select the most appropriate strategies for participating productively in a team 
(e.g., gaining the floor in orderly, respectful ways and listen with civility to the ideas of 
others; identify the needs of the team and sharing various resources to respond to those 
needs; establishing clear group agreements and ensuring appropriate individual 
contributions are respected by the team). 
 

78 D 
 
3002.7.5 Match a focused message to an appropriate medium. 
 

81 A 
 
3002.7.6 Infer the mood represented in a non-print medium. 
 

83 B 

 
3002.2.7 Select the most appropriate strategies for participating productively in a team 
(e.g., gaining the floor in orderly, respectful ways and listen with civility to the ideas of 
others; identify the needs of the team and sharing various resources to respond to those 
needs; establishing clear group agreements and ensuring appropriate individual 
contributions are respected by the team). 
 

 

  



Reporting Category 4: Logic 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

22 B 
 
3002.5.2 Choose a logical word to complete an analogy. 
 

35 D 

 
3002.5.9 Identify a statement that reveals the writer’s biases, stereotypes, assumptions, or 
values within a writing sample. 
 

36 C 

 
3002.5.11 Identify the main claim, premise(s), evidence, or conclusion of a given 
argument. 
 

38 A 

 
3002.5.5 Select the persuasive device (i.e., bandwagon, loaded words, testimonial, name-
calling, plain folks, snob appeal, misuse of statistics, transfer). 
 

39 B 
 
3002.5.8 Determine whether a given argument employs deductive or inductive reasoning. 
 

80 B 
 
3002.5.2 Choose a logical word to complete an analogy. 
 

82 D 
 
3002.5.3 Evaluate text for fact and opinion. 
 

 

  



Reporting Category 5: Informational Text 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

15 A 

 
3002.6.3 Determine the appropriateness of a graphic used to support an informational or 
technical passage. 
 

17 B 

 
3002.6.1 Discern the stated or implied main idea and supporting details of informational 
and technical passages. 
 

54 B 

 
3002.6.3 Determine the appropriateness of a graphic used to support an informational or 
technical passage. 
 

61 C 

 
3002.6.4 Identify the organizational structure of an informational or technical text (e.g., 
sequential, problem-solution, comparison-contrast, cause-effect). 
 

62 B 

 
3002.6.1 Discern the stated or implied main idea and supporting details of informational 
and technical passages. 
 

 

  



Reporting Category 6: Literature 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

1 D 

 
3002.8.10 Demonstrate knowledge of the characteristics of lyric poetry, epics, sonnets, 
dramatic poetry, and ballads. 
 

2 A 

 
3002.8.3 Identify and analyze an author’s point of view (i.e., first person, third-person 
objective, third-person limited, third-person omniscient). 
 

3 C 
 
3002.8.6 Differentiate between mood and tone in poetry or prose. 
 

4 B 

 
3002.8.1 Identify examples of idiom, metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, or pun 
in poetry or prose. 
 

5 A 

 
3002.8.9 Demonstrate knowledge of sound and metric devices (i.e., rhyme {internal, 
slant}, rhythm, blank verse, free verse, repetition, alliteration, onomatopoeia). 
 

7 D 
 
3002.8.5 Determine the significance/meaning of a symbol in poetry or prose. 
 

21 D 
 
3002.8.14 Identify classical, historical, and literary allusions in context. 
 

25 D 

 
3002.8.15 Identify and analyze basic elements of plot (i.e., exposition, rising action, 
climax, falling action, resolution/denouement). 
 

26 B 

 
3002.8.13 Identify and analyze standard literary elements (i.e., allegory, parable, 
paradox, parody, satire, foreshadowing, flashback). 
 

27 D 

 
3002.8.7 Determine the impact of setting on literary elements (i.e., plot, character, theme, 
tone). 
 

28 B 

 
3002.8.4 Identify and analyze how the author reveals character (i.e., what the author tells 
us, what the other characters say about him or her, what the character does, what the 
character says, what the character thinks). 
 

29 B 
 
3002.8.12 Locate words or phrases in a passage that provide historical or cultural cues. 
 

30 C 
 
3002.8.5 Determine the significance/meaning of a symbol in poetry or prose. 
 



31 A 

 
3002.8.16 Analyze how form relates to meaning (e.g., compare a poem and a newspaper 
on the same theme or topic). 
 

42 B 

 
3002.8.7 Determine the impact of setting on literary elements (i.e., plot, character, theme, 
tone). 
 

43 A 

 
3002.8.10 Demonstrate knowledge of the characteristics of lyric poetry, epics, sonnets, 
dramatic poetry, and ballads. 
 

44 A 

 
3002.8.11 Identify and analyze the elements of drama (i.e., stage directions, dialogue, 
soliloquy, monologue, aside). 
 

59 D 

 
3002.8.1 Identify examples of idiom, metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, or pun 
in poetry or prose. 
 

64 D 
 
3002.8.6 Differentiate between mood and tone in poetry or prose. 
 

65 A 
 
3002.8.8 Identify and analyze the common theme in a series of passages. 
 

66 D 

 
3002.8.16 Analyze how form relates to meaning (e.g., compare a poem and a newspaper 
on the same theme or topic). 
 

 




